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PTEYEARII

GRAMMARII

THEVERBGROUP

VERBS

Verbsreferstheactionorastateofbeing.Eg

- Kevinwalkedhome(walkedisaverbexpressingaction)

- Wesleyisagoodboy(is–isaverbexpressingastateofbeing)

FORMSOFTHEVERBS

I) Theinfinitive–isagrammarticalmoodormodeofverbs.

Theinfinitiveisaform ofaverbbeforeatenseisattachedtoit.Itisnotlimitedto
tenseortime.

a)Theto-infinitive

“to-“infinitiveform ofaverbistheform ofaverbwhichstartswiththeword
“to”eg

Tobreak toturn tobuild todo

Tobite tocut tobecome tobe

Tohave towake

N/B:Theonlydifferencebtntheinfinitiveform andthebaseform isthattheinfinitive
form ispreceededbythewordto

b)Thebareinfinitive

Itdoesnottaketheword“to”infrontoftheverb.EgIwilldancetothetune

Iheardhim talktothe
Director

Kevinmaycometothefield

II) TheParticiple

Isaform ofaverbthatmodifiesthenounandthereforeitplaystheroleofan
adjectiveinasentence.

Therearetwotypesofparticipleie.i)Presentparticiple

ii)pastparticiple

i) Pastparticiple

Verbalsinthepresentparticipleendsin–edor–enforregularverbs.

egrequested played danced cooked swollen beaten etc
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examplesinsentences

1.Iplayedfootball

2.ArsenalwasbeatenbyBarcelona

3.Hehasaswollenleg

4.Iwascaughtinatrap

Participlesareusedas:

i) Verbsform egThedogisrunningdowntheroad.

Ihadforgottentolockthedoor.

ii) Adjectivesform:thebrokenpipewasrepaired

Thesmockinglorryobstructedus.

iii) Adverbsforms: thebabyawokecrying

Afterreadinghedecidedtowrite.

Afterlosinghegotbored.

iv) Clausesforms:theschool,destroyedbyarsonists,hasneverrecovered

Mostofthechildren,lookingatthesky,didnotseethe
teacher

ii) Presentparticiple

verbalsinthepresentparticipleendinagerund(-ing)egcooking,playing,swimming
etc

Examplesinsentences.

I) Cookingisherhobby.

II) Keepingapromiseisnoteasy.

III) Yousayingsuchthingsisasurprisetous.

VERBGROUPS.

WhatistheVG?Theverbalelementofthesentence:Youcandrivemycar;

ShehasgonetoExeterfortheweekend.

TheVGisthemorphologicalunitwhichrealizesthePredicatorelementinthe
sentence.

Theterm "verb"referstosomeclassesofwordswithcertain
morphosyntacticcharacteristics,oneofwhichistheirabilitytofunctionaselements
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oftheVG.

StructureoftheVerbGroup:

Syntactically:Head+Dependents-->Aux.elem.+MainVerb

Morphologically:

MainVerb:

Realization:theverbinitsbaseform

Function:bearerofsemanticcontentofVG(state,action,process)

AuxiliaryElement:

Realization:

0+Head:Theyplayfootballhere.

Inflectionalmorpheme-ed1+Head:Theyplayed...

Auxiliaryverb+Head:Theymayplayfootballhere

Aux.verb+inflectionalmorpheme(-ed2/-ing)+Head:

Theyhaveplayed...

Aux.verbs+inflectionalmorphemes(-ed2/-ing)+Head:

Theymayhavebeenplaying...

Function:tomodifythemainverbwithsomesemanticcontributions:tense,mood,
phase,aspectandvoice.

Someimportantdistinctionsshouldbeestablishednow:

1.Mainverbisafunction(head)withintheVG.

2.Lexicalverbisaclassofverbswithcertainspecificfeatures,differentfrom
auxiliaryverbs.

3.AuxiliaryelementisanotherfunctionalconstituentoftheVG

4.Auxiliaryverbsisaclassofverbswithcertainmorphosyntacticfeatures.

TheMainverbisasimpleelement,alwaysformedbythebaseform oftheverb,
whichfunctionsastheheadoftheVG.TheremustbeonlyoneintheVGanditis
alwaysthelastelement.

TheAuxiliaryelementisacombinationoffivemodifications,whichare,infixedorder:
{Tense},{Mood},{Phase},{Aspect},{Voice}.

TensemakesaVGberemote,ifmarkedwiththe-ed1morphemeintheinitialverb
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form (Theyplay-ed)ornon-remote,unmarked(Theyplay).

Moodcanmakeitmodalifmarkedwithamodalverb(Theywillplay)ornonmodalif
nomodalverbappears.

AVGcanbephased(Phasemodification)ifmarkedwiththecombination"have+-
ed2"(Theyhaveplay-ed)ornon-phasedifitisunmarked.

AspectmakesaVGbeprogressiveifmarkedwiththecombination"be+-ing"

(Theyareplay-ing)ornon-progressiveifunmarked.

Finally,voicemakestheVGpassive/voicedifmarkedwiththecombination"be+-
ed2"(Theyareinterview-ed)andnon-passive/non-voicedifunmarked.

Weshouldcommentonsomeothermodificationssuchasnumberandperson.
Classicallanguages,suchasLatin,andsomemodernones,suchasFrenchor
Spanish,havemorphologicaldistinctionsforthesemodifications,but
Englishlanguagehasnosuchdistinctions.

However,wehavesomevestigeofpersonintheirregularverb"be".Inthenon
remotetensetherearefirst,secondandthirdperson(am/are/is);inthenon-remote
tensethereisadistinctionbetween1stand3rdperson(was)againstthe
rest(you/we/you/theywere).Aboutthecategoryofnumber,theonlyinflectional
morphemeisthe"-s"ofthesingularnon-remotetense(come-s/come).

AnotherveryimportantdistinctionisthatofTensedandNon-tensedVG.

Thedifferencebetweenthem isthatTensedVGshavenorestrictiononverb
modifications,butNon-tensedVGShaveamainrestriction,theynevercantake
tense:Play-edisremotetense,toplayisneitherremotenornon-remote,becauseIt
actuallyhasnotense.

InIwanttogotoMadridinJuneitreferstothefuture;inShewouldhavelikedtogo
butitwasimpossible,itreferstothepast;andinHehastogonowitreferstothe
present.Apartfrom tense,moodisalsoaffectedbythequalityofbeingnon-tensed,
becausemodalverbscannotappearwiththesenon-tensedVGs.Abouttherestof
themodificationsthereiscertainfreedom,andPhase,AspectandVoicecanbeused
withnon-tensedVGS.

Therearethreetypesofnon-tensedVGs:theinfinitiveVG,eitherwiththeparticle"to"
orwithoutit,the-ingVGandthe-ed2VG.Noneofthem canfunctionas

Predicatorofindependentsentences,butotherfunctionsareopentothem:

Herearesomeexamples:

Infinitiveclauses:

Subject:Tosmokelikehatmaybedangerous.

Od:Idon'tliketobehatedbypeople.

A(purpose/result):Tohavelosthisway,hemusthavebeenverycareless.
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ComplementinNGs:Heisthemantofollow.

-Ingclauses:

S:Havingtowaitforthreeyearsdeprivedhim ofhistitle.

Co:IhateanyonelisteningwhileI'm telephoning.

A(time/cause/condition):Havingbeenfoundout,hetriedtoescape.

-Edclauses

Od:Thegenialsmileseemedpaintedonhisface.

A(time/cause/condition):Admirablywritten,it'sagoodbookonEnglishhistory.

TypesofAuxiliaryverbs:

-Wetwomajorcategoriesofauxverbsietheprimaryandmodalauxiliaryverbs.

-Theyaresubdividedintofurthergroupsasfollows:

1.Primaryauxiliaryverbs:BEandHAVE.Theyareusedtoexpressaspect

-Progressivemodification:Heiscooking

-Voice

Passivemodification:Theroom isrepaintedeveryyear.

Phasemodification:Hehasarrivedearly.

2.Pro-auxiliaryDO:Dummyoperator,alwaysfollowedbythebaseform oftheverb,
doesnotcombinewithanyotherauxiliaries(*Hedoesnotmaycometoday).

3.Centralmodalverbs:CAN,MAY,SHALL,WILL,MUSTandOUGHTTO.

Theyexpressmoodmodification.Theydonothavesingularnon-remoteinflection-s.

4.Semi-auxiliaryverbs:USEDTO(followedbyaninfinitive;nonon-remoteform),BE
TOandBEGOINGTO("Beto"alwaysinnon-remoteform),HAVE(GOT)TO,HAD
BETTER,KEEP-ING(ideaofcontinuation)andGET-ED2(voicemarker,ideaof
change).

Englishverbmodification:

TENSE:

-Grammaticalcategoryrealizedbymeansofinflections(-ed1)attachedtofirstform
inVG.

-Itexpresses:

a.timeofevent

b.timeofspeaking

c.thespeaker'sperspective
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-Remote(-ed1):thespeakerlocatestheeventassomethingdistant.

-Non-remote:theeventislocatedassomethingclosetothespeaker.

PHASE:

-Phased(have+inflectionalmorpheme-ed2):Theeventhastwopoints

ofreferencebecauseitiseitheranteriortosomepointofreferenceorofcontinuing
relevancefrom apointtoanother.

-Non-phased:Theeventhasonlyonepointofreference.

ASPECT:

-Progressive(be/keep+-ing):theactionisseenasinthemiddleofitsprocess.

-Non-progressive:theactionisseenasawhole.

VOICE:

-Passive(be/get+-ed2):Thespeakerfocusesonadifferentpartofthesentence.

-Non-passive:Thespeakerusesthenon-markedwordorder.

-VoiceisamarginalcategoryintheEnglishVG,whichpresentssomeconstraints
becauseitislimitedtotransitiveverbs.

MOOD:

-Modal:Theyexpressstatementsdependingonthespeaker'sattitudes,beingthem
prediction,obligation,desireandpermission.

-Non-modal:Theypresentthesimplestatementoffacts.

Englishverbconjugationisbasedonthesefivemodifications.Averbform isthe
resultofthecombinationofeithertheunmarkedorthemarkedformsofthe
fivemodifications.Furthermore,allthemodificationsareequallyimportantbecause
theyarethemeansthataspeakerusestoexpresshim orherself.

TENSE,PHASEandASPECT

PresentSimple:

Beingnotformallymarkedbyanymodificationmakesitthemostneutralform and
theonewiththewidestrangeofuses.

-Timelessreference(nospecifictemporalreference):

-Universalgeneraltruths:TheEarthrevolvesaroundtheSun.

-Habitualoccurrences(normallyadverbialexpressionsneeded):Theyusuallyplay
chesseverySunday.

-Presenttimereference,toexpressactions,eventsandstatesthathavecurrent
relevance,e.g.,instructionsorexplanations:Youopentheboxremovingthelid...

-Actionswhichcannotbeseeninthemiddleoftheirprocess:
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-Verbsoffeelings/emotions:like,dislike,...

-Verbsofopinion/believing:doubt,forget,know,...

-Verbsofperceptionsofsenses:hear,feel,taste,...

-Verbsofpossession:belong,own,have,...

-"Being"and"Seeming":appear,look,cost,...

-Otherverbs:matter,continue,deserve,require,owe,...

-Futuretimereference:Thefutureactionisconsideredsoclosethatitisincluded
withinthespeaker'spresentperspective.

-Independentclauses:If-clauses,nominalclausesafter"care,matter,hope,..",
adverbialtime/concessive/mannerclauses,adjectivalrelativeclauses.

-Inindependentclauses:

-Immutableevents(oncalendar/activitiesalreadyfixed)

-Plansandarrangements(verydefiniteandclosed,itexpressesformality)

-Pasttimereference:

-Toexpressvividness/immediacy,itmaybeeitherextremelycolloquialorvery
formal.

-Verbsofcommunicationinconversationsorletter-writing.

PresentProgressive:

Markedwiththebe-ingcombination,themodificationaddsthemeaningof"action-in
-the-middle-of-its-process"

-Presenttimereference:

-Actioninprogressatthetimeofspeaking(normallynotfinished).

-Theideas"Presentsimple=habitualaction"and"PresentProgressive=current
action"arenotpartofthemeaningoftheverbs,ratheritiscontextualizationthe
decidingfactor.

-Futuretimereference(adverbial/contextualspecificationalwaysneeded):

-Unfinishedactionalreadystarted

-Plansorarrangement(presentsimpleistooformal).

-Pasttimereference:

-Toexpressvividnessand/orimmediacyinformalwritingorinformalconversation:
"Threeweeksago,I'm walkingalongthestreetwhenamancomestomeand..."

-Timelessreference:

-Frequentactions(adverbialrequired)expressedinanemphaticsubjectiveform.
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Sometimesusedtoexpressannoyance,disapprovalorsurpriseorthecontrary.

PastSimple:

Markedwiththe-ed1inflection,theactionoreventisseenasremotefrom the
speaker'sperspective.

-Pasttimereference:

-Actionsoccurredinthepast,usuallyfinished.

-Withsomeadverbials,theideaof"frequencyofoccurrence"isaddedtotheverb.

-Futuretimereference:

-Future-in-the-past:theeventisfutureinrelationtoanotherpastpoint"Benasked
him tohurrybecausehisplaneleftat5"

-Hypotheticalreference,ideaofcounterfactuality:Withlinkers"if/asif/ifonly/I
wish/it'stime".Thepropositionhasthevalueofbeingremotefrom actualorfuture
realization(distancingeffect).

-Presenttimereference:

-Itiscalledtheattitudinalpastbecauseitisusedtoexpressthespeaker'sattitude,
forinstance,inrequests,tomakethem moredistant,formalandpolite:"Iwantedto
askyousomething"

PastProgressive:

Markedwiththecombinationbe-ing(action-in-the-middle-of-its-process)andthe-
ed1inflection(remote).

-Pasttimereference:

-Usuallyframeforashorteraction:"Iwashavingabathwhenthephonerang"

-Alsoinpastdescriptivenarrativecontexts:"Thesunwasrising.Carswerealready
movingalongthestreets..."

-Habitualreferencewithadverbial/contextualspecification:markedemphatic
subjectiveinformation,eithernegativeorpositive.

-Future-in-the-pastreference:Hypotheticalclauses,ideaofcounterfactuality.

-Presenttimereference:

-Attitudinalpastprogressive:politerequestswithpresentreference.

PresentPerfectSimple:

Markedwiththehave-ed2combination,itexpressesthattherearetwopointsof
reference,oneofthem isanterior,whentheactionbegantotakeplace,theotherone
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isposterior,includedinthespeaker'spresentperspectiveandstillrelevant.

-Presenttimereference:

-Itlinksthepastpoint(beginningoftheaction)withthepresentpoint,whenthe
actionisstillrelevant.

-Theactionmaystillberelevanteitherbecauseitcontinuesuptothemomentof
speaking(continuativeperfect)orbecausetheresultofthepastactionisrelevantat
thetimeofspeaking(resultativeperfect)orbecausetheactionisahabitcontinuing
from thepastuptothemomentofspeaking(habitualperfect).

-Pasttimereference:

-Torefertosomeindefinitehappeningoccurredinhepast:Haveyoubeento
America?

-Futuretimereferencewithadverbialfuturetimeclauses:"WaittillIhavefinished"

PresentPerfectProgressive:

Markedwiththehave-ed2combination(twopointsofrelevance)andthebe-ing
combination(action-in-the-middle-of-its-process).

-Presenttimereference:

-Itlinksanactionpresentedinthemiddleofitsprocess,occurredorbeganinthe
past,withapresentpointtowhichtheactionisrelevant.Itmaybeacontinuative,
resultativeorhabitualperfect,asabove.

-Pasttimereference:

-Contextswhichrefertosomeindefiniteactionpriortothespeaker'spresent
perspective.

TheSemanticofModalverbs

Twotypesofmodality:

-Knowledgemodality:Predictionsaboutthetruthofsomefact.

-Influencemodality:Necessityorpossibilityofanactionbeinginfluencedbythe
speakerorthecircumstances.

KnowledgeModality:

Theyareconcernedwiththetruthvalueofpropositions.Theyestablisha
classificationintermsofpossibilityandnecessity.Thesetwopolescanthenbea
conjectureoradeduction;thentheseonescanbeeitherneutralortentative.

-Neutralpossibility:CAN(deduction)andMAY(conjecture,guess-work)
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Canas"capacity"or"ability":predictionofqualitiesinherentinpersoninvolved;the
ideaofcapacity/abilityisincludedinthemainverb,notinthemodalaux.

-Tentativepossibility:COULD(deduction)orMIGHT(conjecture);theyaremore
hypotheticalandhesitantpredictions.

-Neutralnecessity:MUST(deduction)andWILL(conjecture)

SHALLisaformalvariantofWILL.

BEGOINGTOisinterchangeablewithWILLinmanycontexts;stylistically,itismore
colloquial;semantically,itrepresentstheideasofcertainty,inevitabilityand
imminence.

HAVE(GOT)TOisequivalenttoMUST(BrEHAVEGOTTO,AmeHAVETO)

ISTOexpressescertainty,inevitableevents;itisquiteformal(forinstance,to
announceformalarrangementsorpublicduties).

-Tentativenecessity:Remoteformsofmodalsinneutralnecessity.

WOULD(conjecture)expressesatentativeprediction;itisusedeitherwithpast
predictionorwithpresenttentativeprediction.

SHOULDistheformalfirstpersonvariant,butitismainlyusedastheremoteform of
MUST.

So,itexpressesaweakerelementofnecessitythanMUST.

OUGHTTOisthealternativetoSHOULD,whichismorefrequent.

Influencemodality:Necessityorpossibilityofanactionbeinginfluencedbythe
speakerorthecircumstances.

Therearethreesemanticfields:Obligation,DesireandPermission.

Obligation:

ISTO:strongobligation,formalregister,authorityofspeakeroveraddressee.

HAVE(GOT)TO:Strong,externalobligation(circumstancescompel)

MUST:Strongobligation,eitherbecauseoftheauthorityofthespeakerorbecause
ofsomeexternalobligation.

NEED:Impersonalobligationbecauseofsomephysicalorintellectualrequirement.

Desire:

Volition:

SHALL:Strongdetermination,formalregister.

WILL:"Beinclinedorpreparedto"

WOULD:Politerequests

BEGOINGTO:Presentdecisionorintentiontoact;itismorecolloquialthanSHALL
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andWILL.

Advice:

SHOULDandOUGHTTO:Soft,politeobligation;thereisevenanoptionofnot
fulfillingtheobligation;SHOULDismorefrequent.

HADBETTER:Fairlystrongadviceaboutthebestcourseofaction;implicationof
unpleasantconsequences.

Permission:

MAYandCAN:Theyservetoaskforandgivepermission;mayismoreformal.

MIGHTandCOULD:Theyserveonlytoseekpermission;

COULDismorefrequent.

ThePassiveVoice

Semantically,thespeakerisnotinterestedinhowanagentperformsanaction,butin
howanobjectisaffectedbyacertainprocess.

Formally,itiscreatedbytheadditionofthecombinationoftheAuxiliaryverbBE+
the-ed2inflectionalmorphemetothemainverb.

Syntactically,itisatransformationalprocessinwhichthesubjectoftheative
sentencebecomesthepassiveby-agent,andtheactivesubjectbecomesthepassive
subject.

RegularandIrregularVerbs

InEnglishtherearetwomaintypesofverbs:regularandirregularverbs.

Regularverbsarethosetowhich–edisaddedtoforthesimplepastandthepast

Participle:

Icountedmybookslastmonth–Ihavetwo.

Ihavecountedmybooksagain–Istillhavetwo.

The–edformsofregularverbshavethreepronunciations:

a./i/afterverbsendingin/d/or/t/:

a.pat–patted/-tid/

b./d/afterverbsendinginvoicedsoundsotherthan/d/,thatis,vowels,nasals,
voicedsibilants,/b/and/g/:

a.call–called
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c./t/afterverbsendinginvoicelesssoundsotherthan/t/,thatis,/p/and/k/:

a.pass–passed

Thespellingofregularverbinflection:

Doublingofconsonantbefore–ingand–ed:

Asingleconsonantletterattheendoftheverbisdoubledbefore–ingand–edwhen
theprecedingvowelisstressedandspelledwithasingleletter:

Bar–barring–barred

TheonlyexceptionsinBrEaretravel(travelled),program (programmed)andworship,
handicapandkidnap(worshipped).

Deletionofandadditionof–e

Iftheverbendsinanunpronounced–e,this–eisnormallylostbefore–ingand–ed.

Beforethe–sending,an–eisaddedafterthefollowingletters,representingsibilant
consonants:

Pass–watch–buzz–wash–coax

An–eisaddedafter–oingo,go,echoandveto.

Treatmentof–y

Inverbsendinginaconsonantfollowedby–y,thefollowingchangestakeplace:

a.–ychangesto–ie-before–s:carry–carries

b.–ychangesto“i”before–ed:carry–carried

The–yremains,however,whereitfollowsavowelletter:stay–stayed.

Adifferentspellingchangeoccursinverbswhosebasesendin–ie:

Die–dying,lie–lying.

Irregularverbsareallthosewhichdonotfollowtheruleabove.

Thereareseveraltypes:

1.Thosewhichdonotchange:

1.1.Cost

1.2.Cut

1.3.Hit

1.4.Hurt

1.5.Let
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1.6.Put

1.7.Shut

2.Thosewhichchangethevowelsound:

2.1.Become

2.2.Begin

2.3.Come

2.4.Drink

2.5.Find

2.6.Get

2.7.Hold

2.8.Light

2.9.Meet

2.10.Read*

2.11.Ring

2.12.Run

2.13.Shine

2.14.Shoot

2.15.Sing

2.16.Sit

2.17.Stand

2.18.Swim

2.19.Understand

2.20.Win

3.Thosewhichendin“-ought”:

3.1.Bring

3.2.Buy

3.3.Catch

3.4.Fight
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3.5.Teach

3.6.Think

4.Thosewhichendin“-t”

4.1.Build

4.2.Feel

4.3.Keep

4.4.Leave

4.5.Lend

4.6.Lose

4.7.Mean

4.8.Send

4.9.Sleep

4.10.Spend

5.Thosewhichendin“-d”

5.1.Have

5.2.Hear

5.3.Make

5.4.Pay

5.5.Say

5.6.Sell

5.7.Tell

6.Thosewhosepastparticipleendin“–en”orin“-n”:

6.1.Beat

6.2.Bite

6.3.Blow

6.4.Break

6.5.Choose

6.6.Do
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6.7.Draw

6.8.Drive

6.9.Eat

6.10.Fall

6.11.Fly

6.12.Forget

6.13.Give

6.14.Go

6.15.Grow

6.16.Hide

6.17.Know

6.18.Lie

6.19.Ride

6.20.Rise

6.21.See

6.22.Show

6.23.Speak

6.24.Steal

6.25.Take

6.26.Tear

6.27.Throw

6.28.Wake

6.29.Wear

6.30.Write

Theverb“be”isabitspecial:BE/am/is/are–was/were–been

Thefollowingverbscanberegularorirregular:

Burn:burnedorburnt

Dream:dreamedordreamt

Learn:learnedorlearnt
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Smell:smelledorsmelt

Activities

1.Identifythemodificationspresentinthefollowingverbgroupsandexplaintheir
uses.

1.TheEarthrevolvesaroundtheSun.

2.SnowfellthroughoutthedayonLondon.

3.Theyhavegoneaheadwiththeproject.

4.Sheisdigginginsearchofanancientbracelet.

5.Wehadbeencookingforthreehoursbeforetheirarrival.

6.Iwantedtoaskyousomethingnow.

7.HaveyoueverbeentoAmerica?

8.Mychildisalwaysplayingwithhercomputer.

9.HehasbeenworkinghardforthemoneysinceOctober.

10.Thefast-ferrywascrossingtheStraitsofGibraltarearlyinthemorning.

2.Whatdothefollowingmodalverbsaddtothemeaningoftheverbgroup?

·Theywillnotwaitforusmorethantenminutes.

·Hemustbemistakenabouthisdaughter’sage.

·Youcan’tbesocheekytosaythat.

·Benshouldtaketwotabletseveryday.

·Theremaybeatrafficjam onthemotorwaythisafternoon.

·Imusthavethebabyvaccinatedtoday.

·Theyoughttobesilentwhilethepianistisplaying.

·Hewilltelephoneusimmediatelyifhecan.

·Withtheirfastpatrol-boats,thepolicecancapturedrug-traffickersoperatinginthe
Straits.

·Pricesmaygoupwhileeveryoneisonholiday.
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3.AlltheunderlinedVPsarewrong.Explainwhyandwritethecorrectform oftheVP
(1.5points).

·Jennyhasleftschoolin1981.

·Themoonisgoingroundtheearth.

·AreyoubelievinginGod?

·Haveyouseenthenewsontelevisionlastnight?

·Canyouhearthosepeople?Whatdotheytalkabout?

·TheChinesehaveinventedprinting.

·Bobisafriendofmine.Iknowhim foralongtime.

·Ilikeyourhouse.Howlongareyoulivingthere?

·Mymothersaidtomethatmyboyfriendwashavinganaccidentandhestayedin
theGeneralHospital.

·ItseemsdifficulttothinkthatIhadbeenarrivedheretwoweeksago.

LITERATURE.

GODSARENOTTOBEBLAMEDBYCHINUAACHEBE.

MAJORTHEMESANALYSIS.

THEPOWEROFUNKNOWN.

ABSTRACT:ChinuaAchebe’sfourthnovel,ArrowofGod,isaharrowingstoryoftraumaticchangein
whichatraditionalsocietylosesitsculturalidentityunderpressuresinternalandexternal.Critical
discussionshavetendedtofocusonmeddlingbythecolonialistsandthecharacterand
decisionsoftheprotagonist.Theimpressionoffacticityisstrongthroughout,and
theresultisthatthetexthasgenerallybeentakenatthatlevel.Thispaperapplies
thepsychoanalyticconceptoftheunknowninexploringthetexttotryanduncover
underlyingpatternsofsignificance.Thatwouldenableustoseethedimensionsand
far-reachingimplicationsoftheactionofthisnovelandthedepthsofamany-sided
protagonistwhoisprobablythemostfascinatingofAchebe’scharacters.
KEYWORDS:change,desire,power,proverb,struggle,sympathy,theunknown,the
unconscious.
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I.INTRODUCTION

InthisstudyofChinuaAchebe‟sArrowofGod,thereisasenseofanaccountofhow
thingshavegonewronginapreviouslyorderedandharmonioustraditionalsociety.
Hewrites:Theforcesworkingagainsttraditionseem alreadyentrenchedinthe
UmuaroofArrowofGod.Thelocalschoolandmissionstation,irreverentstrangers
likethecatechistGoodcountry,andtheinarticulatethoughpalpablerealityofthe
whiteman‟sadministrativepresence,allthesehaveunderminedtraditional
confidenceandshakenthesenseofcommonpurposeandsolidaritywhichinthe
pastconstitutedthespiritoftraditionalism (233).Othershavefocusedsomewhat
awayfrom thesystem andexploredtheactions,decisions,andmotivationsofthe
protagonist,Ezeuluandtheirimplicationsforthesurvivaloftheculturalwaysof
Umuaro.Forinstance,Mahoodcallsit„astoryoffrustrationandofthesuicidal
defiancewhichisanindividualwayofescapefrom thatfrustration‟and„alsoastory
ofresilience‟(1978:204),whileinMasagborandAkhuemokhan(2005),itisthrough
thefallofEzeuluwhoisatthebeginningindisputablythethrivingpriestofanequally
thrivingculture‟thatAchebepresentsthedemiseofthecultureofUmuaro(67-69).In
thispaper,webringthepsychoanalyticconceptof„theunknown‟tobearonArrow
ofGodtoseetowhatextentitprovidesnewinsightsintothecharacterandaction
andenhancestheanalysisofmetaphorsandcertainlinguisticusageslikeproverbs
soastoenablethetext„tospringbackintolife‟(Ricoeur2003:223).„Theunknown‟
isprobablywhatJacquesDerridawouldcallanon-concept,sinceitisnotdefinable
usingpositiveterms.Ingeneral,itsfieldofsignificationembraceseverythingnot
known.Inpsychoanalysis,ithasahingefunction;yetpsychoanalysissaysverylittle
directlyaboutit.Thisfunctioninshapingtheindividualmentallifewasrecognized
from theverybeginning,andtheterm ispresentinFreud,butitisintheworkof
JacquesLacanthatwehaveafairlyclearsenseofitsroleinthatrealm.AsLacan
putsit,Finally,onthelevelofobjectificationoroftheobject,theknownandthe
unknownareinopposition.Itisbecausethatwhichisknowncanonlybeknownin
wordsthatwhichisunknownoffersitselfashavingalinguisticstructure.Thisallows
ustoaskagainthequestionofwhatisinvolvedatthelevelofthesubject(1981:33).
Theunknownispertinenttothestudyofliteratureforexactlythesamereasonsthat
itisofconcerninpsychoanalysis,namelythatithasalinguisticstructure,hasarole
toplayintheformationofthesubjectandseemstobeinvolvedinhisself-
understandingandidentityaswellashisdefiningtraits.Italsohastodowithaction
orientations.Itremainselusiveatthelevelofobjectification;yettheinnerlifeofthe
individualisquiteimpossibletoanalyzewithoutit.Atthesametime,itoperatesasa
blindspotbeyondallknowing:allanalysiscomesbackfinallytoitwhileitself
remaininggunanalyzable.ThisiswhatisatstakeinFreudsmetaphorofthenavel,
whicharisesinhisstudyofdreams:AndevenFreud,aproposoftheIrmadream,
suggestsadepthinhumanbeingsbeyondtheirken.„Thereisatleastonespotin
everydream atwhichitisunplumbable–anavel,asitwere,thatisitspointofThe
PoweroftheUnknowncontactwiththeunknown‟[].Lacan,commenting,describes
thisasapoint„ungraspableinthephenomenon,thepointwheretherearisesthe
relationofthesubjecttothesymbolic.WhatIcallBeingisthislastword,whichis
notaccessibletous,certainly,inthescientificstance[position]butthedirectionof
whichisindicatedinthephenomenaofourexperience‟[].Isitpossibletothinkof
this„unknown,‟„ungraspable‟depth,then,astheBeingofthesubject?Ifso,thenthe
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subject'swantofsignifiersinordertoremainasubjectmaybesimplyitswant-to-be,
itsbeing-in-want.But„want-to-be‟(manqueaetre)isLacan'sformulafordesire
(Kristeva72).InArrowofGodEzeuluisthecharacterwhosedecisionsinfluencethe
actioninitsmainoutlines.Itisinthesedecisionsthattheunknownmainlyfunctions;
andthekeytoitsfunctioningliesinwhatthatcharacterwantstobeofwhichheis
unconscious.Hisdreamsandfantasies,hisslipsofthetonguecanallgiveus
accesstohisunconscious,which„issimplyanothernameforsymbolicknowledge
insofarasitisan„unknownknowledge‟,aknowledgewhichthesubjectdoesnot
knowheknows‟(Evans1996:96);similarly,hisproverbsandfiguresofspeech,in
which,accordingtoPaulRicoeur,„allhasalreadybeensaidinenigma‟(1974:
288).Thisstudy,however,willbeincompletewithoutexploringthedimensionofthe
unknownwhichFredricJamesonassociateswiththetextitselfinThePolitical
Unconscious(1981).Inthisaccount,whatthetext„wantstobe‟isaninputin„the
collectivestruggletowrestarealm ofFreedom from arealm ofNecessity‟(19).We
shallthenseethatwhatArrowofGodwantsisinfundamentaloppositiontothatof
theprotagonist,whoismovedatamysticmomenttorefertohimselfasan„arrow‟
inthebowofhisdeity;inotherwords,wereallyaredealingwithanarrativeofwhich
thefundamentalvaluesaremutuallyopposed.

II.WHATEZEULUWANTSTOBE

UmuofiaofThingsFallApartandUmuaroofArrowofGodarebothtraditional
societies,buttheyfunctioninprofoundlydifferentways.InUmuofia,thereisno
singleindividualwithpowertomakedecisionscapableofaffectingthewhole
community.Insteadthereisaninvisiblesenatewhichmakesthedecisions,for
instance,aboutwarandpeace.Itisalludedtointheopeningsceneswherean
outragehasbeencommittedagainstacitizenofUmuarobysomeoneinMbainoand
theeldersmeettodiscussthematter.Butinsteadofanopendiscussionbythe
elders,wereadthat„OgbuefiEzeugowasapowerfuloratorandwasalwayschosen
tospeakonsuchoccasions‟(ThingsFallApart3).Wedonotseewhohaschosen
him tospeak,sincethenarrator‟spassiveform seemstoconniveattheimpliedrule
ofsilenceovertheidentityandconstitutionofthissenate.ButOgbuefiEzeugo‟s
speechshowsthatthematterhadbeendiscussedelsewhereandadecisionmade
astowhattodo.Histaskistoguidethecongressofelderstoacceptandtake
responsibilityforthisdecision.Aselectsenateofmenofhightitledoesmakean
appearanceinArrowofGod,whohavetheprivilegeofbeingcalled„Umuaro‟(208),
therarenessofthiseventsuggestingthatUmuarohas„reachedtheveryendof
things‟.Herehowevertheyseem tocarrynomorethanamoralauthoritywhichcan
besetasideascircumstancesmaydemand.Theforum ofpoliticaldecisionsisthe
congressofelderswhich,however,ispolarizedandfractious.Inthispowervacuum,
someofEzeulu‟schoicesanddecisionsonissuesofpublicinterest,thoughmade
forprivateandpersonalreasons,arehavingfar-reachingconsequencesforthe
entireclan.Theessentialroleofhisdeityinthefoundingandcontinuationofthe
townmayhavesomethingtodowiththis.Theinstitutionofthedeityisnarratedas
follows:soldiersofAbam usedtostrikeinthedeadofnight,setfiretohousesand
carrymen,womenandchildrenintoslavery.
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Thingsweresobadforthesixvillagesthattheirleaderscametogethertosave
themselves.Theyhiredastrongteam ofmedicinementoinstallacommondeityfor
them.ThisdeitywhichthefathersofthesixvillagesmadewascalledUlu.Halfofthe
medicinewasburiedataplacewhichbecameNkwomarketandtheotherhalf
thrownintothestream whichbecameMiliUlu.Thesixvillagesthentookthenameof
Umuaro,andthepriestofUlubecametheirChiefPriest.From thatdaytheywere
neveragainbeatenbyanenemy.Ezeulu,therefore,hasahighprofileasapublic
figureandculturalleader.Heisalsoinfluentialinthecongressofeldersbecauseof
hisformidableoratoricalskills.Inthisforum,however,decisionappearstobeby
consensus.ButUmuaroisdivided,ashenotesinhisruminationsintheopening
scenes,andheisnotabletoforgeaconsensusaroundanyoftheissueshe
espouses.
Inthisnarrative,thereisacertainebbandflowofallegiancesbyreasonofthe
priest‟schoicesanddecisions,correspondingtoturnsandtwistsandshiftsin
narrativefocus,withrepositioningofprotagonistsandcomplicationsintheaction.
Thesedecisionsarefirstly,hisrefusaltobackthewaragainstOkperi(chapter2)and
givingatrueaccountoftheevents,accordingtoCaptainWinterbottom (chapter3)or
accordingtohisantagonist,OgbuefiNwaka,servingas„thewhiteman‟switness
thatyearwefoughtforourland–andlost‟(chapter13).Thesecondishisdecision
tosendhissontothewhiteman‟sschool–tobehiseyesinthewhiteman‟s
camp(chapter16)oraccordingtotherestofUmuaro,includinghisclosestfriend,„to
joinindesecratingtheland‟(chapter12).Thethirdishisrefusalofthewarrant
chieftaincyofferedhim bythecolonialadministration–foraccordingtohim,„Ezeulu
willnotbeanybody‟schief,exceptUlu‟(chapter14).Indisbelief,hisenemiesask,
„Howcouldherefusetheverythinghehadbeenplanningandschemingforallthese
years?‟ButNwakaturnstheamazingstorytohisownend:„Themanisasproudas
alunatic,‟hesaid.„ThisproveswhatIhavealwaystoldpeople,thatheinheritedhis
mother‟smadness‟(chapter15).Tothewhiteman,however,therefusalis
tantamountto„makingafooloftheBritishAdministrationinpublic‟(chapter14).
ThefourthdecisionistherefusaltocalltheNewYam festivalinwhich„thewhite
manwas,withoutknowingit,hisally‟(chapter15).Apartfrom thisoneally,heis
nowutterlyaloneasheisabandonedbybothfriendandfoe:allfeelthathehas
betrayedthem (chapter12).Inthisdecision,hehimselfservestheinterestsofthe
whiteman‟sreligionnewlyintroducedinUmuaroinawaynoonewouldhave
thought,leastofallhimself:TheChristianharvestwhichtookplaceafewdaysafter
Obika‟sdeathsawmorepeoplethanevenGoodcountrycouldhavedreamed.Inhis
extremitymanyanUmuaromanhadsenthissonwithayam ortwotooffertothe
newreligionandtobringbackthepromisedimmunity.Thereafteranyyam thatwas
harvestedintheman‟sfieldswasharvestedinthenameoftheson(230).Ezeulu‟s
decisionsaretakennoteofbyeveryoneelseinvolvedintheaction,buthehimself
displaysnosenseofpublicopinioninmakingthem.Tohim „beingalone‟causesno
anxiety:itis„asfamiliartomenowasaredeadbodiestotheearth‟(chapter12).But
contrarytothiscertainty,hedoescometoapointwhenatlastheisalone;andthat
iswhenhefeelsabandonedbyhisdeity:Thinkofamanwho,unlikelessermen,
alwaysgoestobattlewithoutashieldbecauseheknowsthatbulletsandmatchet
strokeswillglanceoffhismedicineboiledskin;thinkofhim discoveringinthethick
ofbattlethatthepowerhassuddenly,withoutwarning,desertedhim.Whatnexttime
cantherebe?Willhesaytothegunsandthearrowsandthematchets:Hold!Iwant
toreturnquicklytomymedicinehutandstirthepotandfindoutwhathasgone
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wrong;perhapssomeoneinmyhousehold–achild,maybe–hasunwittingly
violatedmymedicine’staboo?No.Ezeulusanktothegroundinutteramazement
(230;italicsoriginal).Ezeulu‟sself-assurancehadbeenfoundedonasenseofa
closerelationshiptohisdeitytotheextentthathisawarenessoftheirseparate
identitiessometimesbecomesblurred.Itisthissense,ratherthananyspecific
„Thing‟that„beatsthedrum towhichEzeuludances‟(chapter12).Theblurringof
identitiesisaseriousgapinknowledgeandprobablyleadstoself-delusion.What
Ezeuluknowsisonething,inshort,therealityquiteanother.Thatisequallytrueof
theparticipantswhoarewatchinghim.Thepeoplethinkthathehasbeenscheming
allalongtobekinginUmuaro.TheDistrictOfficerbasicallyhasthesameidea,
havingarrivedatitfrom aseparateroute.Butheissoconvincedofit,oratanyrate
thatthiswouldsuitEeulu‟spurposestoperfection,thatwhenheproposesthe
chieftaincytohim,hedoessowithan„I-know-this-will-knock-you-overfeeling‟
(chapter14).Attheconsciouslevel,EzeuluiscontentedtobeUlu‟spriestandwants
toexercisethatpriesthoodinsuchawaythathecan„tellUmuaro:comeoutfrom
thisbecausethereisdeaththereordothisbecausethereisprofitinit‟(chapter12).
Thisisgoingfarindeed–andbythattoken,sincehewantstobenothingbutUlu‟s
priest,takingthatdeityintounknownterritory.Uluisfirstofallafunctionaldeity,
havingbeencreatedandinstalledforthepurposeofprotectingthetownintimeof
war.Induecourse,heistoacquireapersonality–althoughapparentlystill
constrainedtotheworldofUmuaro.Ezeuluisnowintheprocessofrecreatinghim,
endowinghim withpropertiesofomniscienceandpaternalprovidence.IfUlu‟sdeity
shouldbeenhancedinthisway,Ezeulu‟sstature,asthespokesmanwhoannounces
hiswillanddecisionsandtheguidelinesprovidentiallyvouchsafedforprofitand
prosperity,wouldbeunmatchedthroughoutUmuaroandthroughoutitshistory.This
isprobablywhatheunderstandsbybeingUlu‟schiefandhisenemiesashiswanting
tobeking.Ezidemili,ontheotherhand,isprobablynearerthemarkinthinkingofhim
asanenviousman,exercisedbythedesiretoacquireforhimselfpowerand
influence,privilegeanddignitytothehighestdegreepossible(42).Hehimselfdoes
notknowincleartermsthatthisiswhathewants;butitispartoftheunknownthat
driveshim andshapeshisconductinpublicaffairs,hiscocksurenessandall.
Ezeulu‟sproverbsarealwaysadrem,andyetrichlysuggestive.In„Whoeversenthis
sonupthepalm togathernutsandthentookanaxeandfelledthetree?‟–whichis
representedthought,andalsospontaneous–hearticulatestohimselfhiscurrent
understandingofthecrisisthathasjustcometoahead.ItisUlu‟sstrugglewiththe
peopleofUmuaro;he,utterlydociletothedeity,isUlu‟sinstrumentinthestruggle,
butendsupbeingseizeduponandcuthim downinthemidstofthefight.Italso
captureshisunderstandingofhisrelationshiptothedeity.Itisoneofashared
nature.„Iprefertodealwithamanwhothrowsupastoneandputshisheadto
receiveitnotonewhoshoutsforafightbutwhenitcomeshetremblesandpasses
prematureshit‟isappliedbyEzeulutothewhitedistrictofficerwhooverthewarrant
chieftaincyaffairprovestohavelessfightinhim thanhehadmadeout.Butitiseven
moreabouthimselfandsignifiesanotherwayofunderstandingthiswork,namelyas
asequenceoftheknowledgeseeker.Assuchitconnectstoanotherofhisproverbs
that„Theinquisitivemonkeygetsabulletintheface‟(44).Forthisnarrativecouldbe
readasthefulfillmentoftheunconsciouswishtofindoutthecontentofthepower
heissupposedtohave.ThefollowingisakeypassageinwhichEzeuluwholacks
theHegelianwisdom „thathewhoknowsaboutalimitationisalreadyfreeofit‟
(Cassirer1961:75),isbroughtupshortbytheexistenceoflimitationsinthepower
heissaidtohave.Thisissomeonewhonotonlywantspower,butwantstotal
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certaintyofitsrealityinhisfirm grip:WheneverEzeuluconsideredtheimmensityof
hispowerovertheyearandthecropsand,therefore,overthepeoplehewonderedif
itwasreal.ItwastruehenamedthedayforthefeastofthePumpkinLeavesandfor
theNewYam feast;buthedidnotchoosetheday.Hewasmerelyawatchman.His
powerwasnomorethanthepowerofachildoveragoatthatwassaidtobehis.As
longasthegoatwasaliveitwashis;hewouldfinditfoodandtakecareofit.Butthe
dayitwasslaughteredhewouldknowwhotherealownerwas.No!theChiefPriest
ofUluwasmorethanthat,mustbemorethanthat.Ifheshouldrefusetonamethe
daytherewouldbenofestival–noplantingandnoreaping.Butcouldherefuse?No
ChiefPriesthadeverrefused.Soitcouldnotbedone.Hewouldnotdare(3).For
Ezeulu,powerconsistsofwhatispossibletohim,wherebyhewouldexertcontrol
overthepeople.Thisexerciseofcontrolistheultimatemeaningandcontentof
power.HeisobligedundertheceremonialofUlutoeatonesacredyam atthe
beginningofeachlunarmonthandcalltheNewYam Feastwhenheexhaustshis
store.Aslongasthingsfollowtheirnormalcourse,hewouldneverfindoutwhether
hehadpowertochoosetocallornottocallthefeast.Whatexerciseshismindhere
isthereforeaknowledgewhichhecouldonlygainfrom experience:itisasgoodas
forbiddenknowledgesincehehasnolegitimatewayofputtingthemattertoatest.
Hedoesnotseem tohaverenounced,inthefaceofthisprohibition,theideaof
findingout.Atthispoint,hisreactionistoroundontheinvisibleenemywhohad
introducedtheworddareinhisruminations:„Takeawaythatworddare,‟hereplied
tothisenemy.„YesIsaytakeitaway.NomaninallUmuarocanstandupandsay
thatIdarenot.Thewomanwhowillbearthemanwhowillsayithasnotyetbeen
born.‟However,detentionforthirty-twodaysinOkperiaffordsanopportunity–quite
unsought–tofollowtheoldquestionthrough.Henowhasopportunitytofindout,
andhedares.Hecontinuestopicturetohimselfthattheensuingstruggleisbetween
UluandUmuaro.Butitratherappearstobeaquestionofthrowingupastoneand
takingthechanceofbeinghitonthehead.Theproverbaboutsendingasonupa
treeandfellingthattreeunderhim,whichispartofastringofproverbialsayings
makinguphislament,asinthetraditionalkommosofGreektragedy,seemstobe
ratheraconceit.Ezeuluisaware,atleastatanotherleveloranotherstageinthe
unfoldingofthishistory,thatthefightisbetweenhim andUmuaro.Hespellsthisout
ashereceivesJohnNwodika‟scongratulationsforconfoundingthewhiteman.His
attentionishomeward,wonderingwhatthepeoplewhohadsaidthathebetrayed
them tothewhitemanwouldnowthink.Butheknowstheywouldneverchangetheir
tune:„Youshouldnotgivetoomuchthoughttothat,‟saidJohnNwodika.„How
manyofthosewhoderideyouathomecanwrestlewiththewhitemanasyouhave
doneandpresshisbacktotheground?‟Ezeululaughed.„Youcallthiswrestling?No,
myclansman.Wehavenotwrestled;wehavemerelystudiedeachother‟shand.I
shallcomeagain,butbeforethatIwanttowrestlewithmyownpeoplewhosehandI
knowandwhoknowmyhand.Iam goinghometochallengeallthosewhohave
beenpokingtheirfingersintomyfacetocomeoutsidetheirgateandmeetmein
combatandwhoeverthrowstheotherwillstriphim ofhisanklet‟(179).Ezeuluis
awareofhisenemiesaspeople„pokingtheirfingersinto[his]face‟.Asfaraswe
know,thesearepeoplewhoseviewsareopposedtohis,butofcourseinthecaseof
OgbuefiNwaka,wehaveanaysayerwithmaliceinhisheart.Ezeuludoesnotinthis
passagegiveindicationofanoffencetheymayhavecommittedagainstUlu.Butat
homeinUmuaro,hisstoryisthatitisafightbetweenUluandUmuaro,suggesting
thatheisonlya„whip‟beingusedbytheGodtobeatUmuaro.Thereferencetoa
whipmaybeawrongchoiceofwordsoraslipofthetongue,butallthemore
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importantforthatreason,asitoffersaccessintohisunconscious.Itdoesraisea
questionimmediatelywhichheissavedfrom havingtoanswerbyaneldertryingto
preventadiresituationbeingantagonizedanyfurther:„DonotsaythatIam overfond
ofquestions,‟saidOfoka.„ButIshouldliketoknowonwhosesideyouare,Ezeulu.I
thinkyouhavejustsaidthatyouhavebecomethewhipwithwhichUluflogs
Umuaro…..„Ifyouwilllistentome,Ofoka,letusnotquarrelaboutthat,‟said
Ezekwesili(209).Whosesideheisonisaquestionthatstrikesattheverygroundof
Ezeulu‟sconsciousnessandwouldhaveledtheleadersofUmuaroorUmuarofor
shorttoseewhethertheyhaveaninterlocutororsomeremorselessenemytaking
revengeagainstthem from behindthemaskofUlu,andwhohasmistakenhimself
forthemask.Attheopeningofthestory,Ezeuluhastwowell-knownandpowerful
enemies,OgbuefiNwakaandhismentor,Ezidemili.Unconsciouslyhehas
generalizedtheconflicttoincludeallofUmuaro,forgettinghisproverbused
elsewherethat„Whentwobrothersfightastrangerreapstheirharvest‟.Heisfixated
onthisfightandthismodeofstatingthecasebecausehehasnotsucceededby
forceofargumenttowintohissidethesupportersofOgbuefiNwaka‟spositionon
thewarwithOkperi,butstubbornlyrejecthisveryinterpretationoftheoutcomeas
proofofUlu‟soppositiontothewar.The„unconsciousknowledge‟drivinghis
actionsandviewoftheeventsisthatUmuarohasnotreactedlikeonemanin
absoluteobediencetohisdirective:„comeoutfrom thisbecausethereisdeaththere
ordothisbecausethereisprofitinit‟.Althoughheknowsfrom hisfriendAkeubue
thathehadnotbeenaloneinhispositiononthewar(134),hestillhasagrousethat
therearesomeontheotherside.Itisforhim aquestionofwhotellsUmuarowhatit
believes,aquestionheraisespointedlytoAkuebue:„Whattroublesmeiswhatthe
wholeclanissaying.‟„Whotellstheclanwhatitsays?Whatdoestheclanknow?
Sometimes,Akuebue,youmakemelaugh‟(131).„Whotellstheclanwhatitsays‟is
somethingEzeuluwouldcontestatallcosts.Itisastruggleforpower,forabsolute
power,andonethatexhaustsUmuaroquitefatally–becausetheyhavebeen
stampedandtrampledtoshredsby„twoelephants‟fighting.Itscultureandsystem
collapse;thebondsholdingittogetherasasocietyareundone,andthepeoplewith
actionorientationtowardsthepragmatical,turntotheChristianchurchandthe
ChristianGodwiththeirtributeofyamsinexchangefor„protectionfrom theangerof
Ulu‟whotheynowdesert(216).Ezeuludoesnotblamethedisasteronhisown
rashness,butonothers;forexample,Oduchehissonwhohehadsenttothe
Christianschooltoserveashiseyethereisdenouncedas„lizardthatruinedhis
mother‟sfuneral‟(221),forfailingtobringintelligencethatthemissionaryhad
promisedthosewhopatronizedhisharvestthanksgivingimmunityfrom retaliation
byUlu.Ezeulu‟sproverbhereintroducesafuneral,thoughasafigureofspeech.
However,itwillbecomerealityintheend.Therealfuneralthatwilltakeplaceisthat
ofObika;butsinceinhisdeathitisasifEzeuluhimselfhaddied(228),thefuneralis
Ezeulu‟stoo,andatthesymboliclevel,thatofthegodsandtheculturaltraditionof
Umuaro.Thesefunerals,beginningwithObika‟scomeaboutbecauseofthecrisis
Ezeuluhashelpedtotriggeroff;forthoughObikahasbeenhavingafeverand
thereforeinnoconditiontoruntheOgbazulobodo,heneverthelessagreestodoit,
because„IfIsayno,‟[he]toldhimself,„theywillsaythatEzeuluandhisfamilyhave
sworntowreckthesecondburialoftheirvillagemanwhodidnoharm tothem‟
(224).Butthereisalsoapsychologicaloperationtakingplace,namely„the
transference‟,whichoccursbyreasonof„thesynchronicintersectionofthe
diachronicfantasy‟(Boyko-Head2002).Asifhealreadyhasasenseofwhatisafoot,
EzeuluunconsciouslytransferstohissonOducheresponsibilityfortheimpending
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catastrophe.Byasimilaroperation,hehadtransferredfrom NwakatoUmuarothe
provocationtoafightandtoUlutheviolencethatheunleashesuponUmuaro,justas
indreamworkatOkperi,hisgrandfatherhadbecomethereceiveroftheassaultand
degradationheunconsciouslyanticipatesfrom Nwakaandhisenemies.Noneofthis,
however,affectshisstandingasa„goodman‟(Aristotlechapter13),withfull
entitlementasatragichero.Theroleoftheyam cropinunravellingtheUmuaro
system hasatraceofcruelironyinit;foritfeaturesinearlyschool-childdittyina
contextinterpretedbyEzeuluasbodingtheworstforUmuaroanditswayoflife:
Nwafocamebacktotheobiandaskedhisfatherwhetherheknewwhatthebellwas
saying.Ezeulushookhishead.„Itissaying:Leaveyouryam,leaveyourcocoyam and
cometochurch.ThatiswhatOduchesays.‟„Yes,‟saidEzeuluthoughtfully.„Ittells
them toleavetheiryam andtheircocoyam,doesit?Thenitissingingthesongof
extermination‟(42-43)ThissongofexterminationisheardagainbyEzeuluclearly
articulatedintheIdemiliPython‟slamentationinanightmarewhichvisitshimjustat
themomenthissonObika‟sOgbazulobodoispassinghiscompoundinhisflightto
thesquarewherehedropsdead.Unlikethedream,horribleenough,whichhehas
whileindetentionatOkperi,inthepresentone,theheroisnot„hismajestytheego‟,
asFreudwouldsay.Intheformer,hisgrandfatheristheEzeulubeingdenounced,
manhandled,andcastoutbyNwakaandthepeopleofUmuaro.Thisfollowsthe
patternof„dream workasFreuddescribesit(overdetermination,condensation,and
displacement)‟(BishopandPhilips2009).Hehimselfisdisplacedsothattheego
doesnotdirectlysufferhumiliationinhisowndream.Inthenightmaremarking
Obika‟sdisaster,otherpeopleareplayingthekeyparts,trespassingandmindlessly
invadinghisprivacy,whileheispowerlesstostopthem,justasifhedidn‟texist.His
senseofhisownfutility,withtheattendantterroranddespair,issealedwhenhe
findsthatinhisextremity,thereisutterlynoonetoanswerhiscallforhelp.Intragic
terms,thisisamomentofdiscovery(anagnôrisis):healreadyhasunconscious
knowledgeoftheimportofhisdesiretoknow.ThedesireattheheartofArrowof
Godforstatusasthedivineson,fortheabsolutepowerofthedivineson,thepower
torecreateUluinhisownimageandUmuarotobecomplianttohiseverywishis
whatishollowedoutinthedream:thatisthemeaningofthenightmareforaman
whohadbeensosureofhimselfastosnapoutathisoldersonEdogo‟sreporton
thefloggingofObikabythewhiteroadmaker:„Wereyouthere?‟askedhisfather.
„Orwouldyouswearbeforeadeityonthestrengthofwhatadrunkenmantellsyou?
IfIwassureofmysondoyouthinkIwouldsitherenow,talkingtoyouwhileaman
whopokeshisfingerintomyeyesgoeshometohisbed?IfIdidnothingelseIwould
pronounceafewwordsonhim andhewouldknowthepowerinmymouth‟(98-99).
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III.REALM OFFREEDOM ANDREALM OFNECESSITY

ForRolandBarthes,struggleinliteratureisrealizationofoneofthe„major
articulationsofpraxis‟(1977:107);andrepresentationoftheseisunderstoodin
criticism derivingfrom Aristotletobeaself-sufficientactivity.Marxistcriticism,
however,behavesquitedifferently.Heretheanalysisoftherelationshipsofstruggle
isonlytoenable„thedetectionofahostofdistinctgenericmessages–someof
them objectifiedsurvivalsfrom oldermodesofculturalproduction,some
anticipatory,butalltogetherprojectingaformalconjuncturethroughwhichthe
“conjuncture”ofcoexistingmodesofproductionatagivenhistoricalmomentcanbe
detectedandallegoricallyarticulated‟(Jameson99).Theruleofthumbfor
„detectionof[the]hostofdistinctgenericmessages‟isthe
superstructure/substructuredyad,withwhatmightbe„thepassionateimmediacyof
strugglesbetweenhistoricalindividuals‟(77)atthepoliticallevelreflectingdeep-
levelstruggleseitherwithintheforcesofproductionortherelationsofproduction.A
secondmodelwhichisnotverycommonlyusedisthatofLukács,wherethestruggle
forpowermaytakeplacewithinthesameclass,givingriseto„quantitative‟change
(1976:434).ThemainlinesofstruggleinArrowofGodarebetweenEzeuluand
OgbuefiNwaka,surrogateofEzidemili,betweenUluandIdemili,betweenEzeuluand
thecolonialadministration,andbetweenEzeuluorUluandUmuaro,which
metamorphosestoastrugglebetweenUlu‟scult–tradition–andtheChristian
church–modernity.Thereareotherpatterns,ofcourse,whichhavelesserscope
thananyoftheabove,butintersectandhelptoaccountforthetext‟sdensetissue.
TheonewiththehighestprofileappearstobethatbetweenEzeuluandUmuaro,but
itisastrugglewhichischangingandtransforminginunexpectedways.InNwaka‟s
diatribeearlyon,heappearstobechallengingUluonbehalfofUmuarotoafight.But
thestoryalsofeaturesamysticmomentinwhichEzeuluissurethathehasheard
thedeityspeakingtohim andclearlysettingforththeissues:„Ta!Nwanu!‟barked
Uluinhisear,asaspiritwouldintheearofanimpertinenthumanchild.„Whotold
youthatthiswasyourownfight?‟Ezeulutrembledandsaidnothing.„Isaywhotold
youthatthiswasyourownfightwhichyoucouldarrangetosuityou?Youwantto
saveyourfriendswhobroughtyoupalm winehe-he-he-he-he!‟laughedthedeitythe
wayspiritsdo–adry,skeletallaugh.„Bewareyoudonotcomebetweenmeandmy
victim oryoumayreceiveblowsnotmeantforyou!Doyounotknowwhathappens
whentwoelephantsfight?Gohomeandsleepandleavemetosettlemyquarrelwith
Idemili,whowantstodestroymesothathispythonmaycometopower.Nowyou
tellmehowitconcernsyou.Isaygohomeandsleep.AsformeandIdemiliweshall
fighttothefinish;andwhoeverthrowstheotherdownwillstriphim ofhisanklet‟
(191-192)
Inthelightofthisexperience,Nwakawouldhavehurledthechallengeonbehalfof
Idemili,notUmuaro.ButEzeuluseemsultimatelytodisregardthismysticinsighthe
hasreceivedandactsasifheistheprotagonistinthefight,insteadofmerely„an
arrowinthebowofhisgod‟(192).Indeedintheconcludingmovementofthe
narrative,thepeoplearecertainthattheirstrugglehasbeenwithEzeulu,withthegod
takingtheirsideagainstthepriest.Thepeople‟sstrugglemaylegitimatelybecalled
astruggleforfreedom sinceEzeuluwouldforcethem intoanagriculturalcalendar
unhingedfrom thesolarcalendarandrunningseveralmonthsbehindthenatural
cycle.Thereseemstobenootherwaytoexplainastrugglewagedtoenforcesuch
anirrationalorderexceptasanaffectofmadness–thatofthehighpriest.Asa
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strugglebetweenthetwodeities,however,therewouldonlyhavebeenquantitative
change.Onedeityinoverpoweringtheotherwouldhavecreatedroom toimposehis
ownritualandlaws.Intheevent,thestrugglehasprovedtobesuicidalforthe
cultureitself.EventhetraumaticdeathofEzeulu‟sfavouritesonatthiscritical
momenthasanominousringtoit,forwereadthat,Obika‟sdeathshookUmuaroto
theroots;amanlikehim didnotcomeintotheworldtoooften.AsforEzeuluitwas
asthoughhehaddied(228).Thereferenceto„amanlikehim‟recallstheimmense
energy,strength,andpromisemarkinghisbriefcareer.Heseemstohavecarriedfor
Umuarothesenseofself-confidenceinitsownfuture;andhehascarriedittoa
prematuregrave.Withhisdemisethefieldisthrownopen;andthereisnooneto
challengeanopportunisttakingadvantageofUmuarointhismomentofweakness
andconfusion.TheChristianmissionhardbysimplymovesinandseizesthespoils,
asitwere.Stilltheoutcomefallshortofthespecificationsofaqualitativechange.In
takingpossession,MrGoodcountryhasadaptedhislanguagesothatitreflectsthe
oldrelationshipsinwhichfearofavengefulgodismaintainedasmotivationfor
action.HeretheleadersoftheChristianchurchplantheirstrategyforwidening
participationintheirharvestthanksgivingwithaviewtomaximizingtheirprofit:„I
understandbutIwasthinkinghowwecouldtellthem tobringmorethanoneyam.
Yousee,ourcustom,orrathertheircustom,istotakejustoneyam toUlu.‟Moses
Unachukwu,whohadcomeintofullfavourwithGoodcountry,savedtheday.„IfUlu
whoisafalsegodcaneatoneyam thelivingGodwhoownsthewholeworldshould
beentitledtoeatmorethanone.‟Sothenewsspreadthatanyonewhodidnotwant
towaitandseeallhisharvestruinedcouldtakehisofferingtothegodofthe
Christianswhoclaimedtohavepowertoprotectsuchapersonfrom theangerof
Ulu.Suchastoryatothertimesmighthavebeentreatedwithlaughter.Buttherewas
nomorelaughterleftinthepeople(216).Christianity,thoughanewand
fundamentallydifferentreligioussystem,findsitselfemployingthemethodsofthe
oldtraditionalculture.Gainingtheloyaltyofthepeoplewithanargumentlikethe
abovemeansthatthepsychologicalreorientationrequiredinswitchingfrom
traditionalreligionhasnottakenplace.Thepeople,likeMosesUnachukwuhimself,
anolderconvert,continuetoseetheworldwiththeeyesoftraditionalreligion.They
canhardlybesaidtohavebeenconverted.ButdecidedlytheChristianreligionhas
gainedinnumbers.Intermsofmodesofproduction,wehavetorecallthe„songof
extermination‟callinguponalltoturntheirbacksonyamsandcocoyamsandcome
toschool.TheIdemiliPython,initsown„songofdesolation‟appearstohave
graspedthefullmeaningoftheschoolbell‟ssong.Theschoolisathreattothe
continuedrelevanceofthistotemicanimal,thewayoflife,andtheland-basedmode
ofproductionassociatedwithit.Andit–mustscuttleawayinhasteWhenchildren
inplayorinearnestcry:Look!aChristianisontheway(222).Theschoolisnotin
itselfamodeofproduction.Itisoneofthesuperstructuralelementsassociated
withmodesofproduction.InaplacelikeUmuaro,itisnotjustthesignofanew
modeofproduction,butispavingthewayforthenewmodeofproductionandhasa
foundationalroleininstitutionalizingthatnewsystem.Literally,abandoningyam and
cocoyam andoptingforschoolisamessageofextermination,butasamessage
addressedtoschool-agechildren,itsvisionislongterm change.Whereastoargueby
referencetothepromiseofeducationthatschoolpertainstotherealm offreedom
wouldseem tobegoingbeyondthelimitsofthetextandofquestionablevalueas
literarycriticism,thatispreciselywhatJamesoncallsa„genericmessage‟ofthe
anticipatoryorder,whichmaylegitimatelybesoughtinthetextualunconscious.
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IV.CONCLUSION

Astheunknown,Ezeulu‟sdesireisunfocused,butbyitsmotions,onecanseehow
complexacharacterheis,possiblythemostcomplexcreationofChinuaAchebe.
Theinitialquestionheposestohimselfastotherealityofhispoweriswhatthetext
asifby„emulation‟(Foucault2005:22),exposesandfollowstoitsultimate
reference.Hewhoalreadythinksofhimselfashalf-man,half-spirit(Arrowof
God192),isdrivenbyhisunknowndesiretoapointwherethedistinctionbetween
himselfandUluisbecomingblurredtohim.Hemayhavebecomesotensedupand
psychologicallyconditionedforthisUnknowntohavedivinedforhim inthemystic
experienceinwhichhehearsavoicehebelievestobethatofhisdeity.Buthaving
heardthevoiceandinterpreteditsmeaning,nevertheless,„Afteralongperiodof
silentpreparationEzeulufinallyrevealedthatheintendedtohitUmuaroatitsmost
vulnerablepoint–theFeastoftheNewYam‟(201).Healoneistheactorinthis
eventorhasdisplacedthedeityandtakenoverthefightfrom him.Suchisthe
anarchicdesirethatfeaturesinGreektragedyaslackofmoderation(sophrôsinē).
Foritsownpart,thetextitselfdoesnotknowwhatitwants.Bycontrast,notionslike
„theme‟inliterarystudiessuggestthattheliterarytextknowswhatitwants.Butit
wouldbenodifferentfrom atreatiseifitdid.InArrowofGod,Ezeuluistreatedwith
ironyfrom timetotime,butthereisnodoubtthatthenarrativevoiceis
fundamentallysympathetictowardshim.Similarly,thereportoftheimpactof
Obika‟sdeathonUmuarodoesreflectbacktosomeextentonthenarrator.Butthe
„textualunconscious‟,apparentlydesignatesanewdirectionopeningforUmuaro,
andquiteunrelatedtowhathasbeenhitherto.Ezeulu‟sstoryinvolvessignificant
norm breakingactions,buthemakesoutmoreasasufferingand„hard-pressed
hero‟(Jauss1974:298)thanavillain;andthereareseveralreasonsforthis.The
narrator‟ssympatheticattitudeandthemagnitudeofhiscatastropheareobvious
enough,butsomethingthatmaybemissedouteventhoughitmaybeworkinginthe
backgroundisthepowerofOgbuefiNwaka‟simplacablehostility,borderingonhate.
ThesenseofthishatredmayalsohaveaffectedEzeuluhimselfwhoisclearlyfeeling
increasingly

BearingtheBurdenofNativeExperience

Inallhisliteraryworks,thefamousWest-AfricanAnglophonenovelist
ChinuaAchebehascreativelyAfricanizedtheEnglishlanguage.Inthe
processofwritingcounter-narrativestoEuro-centricmisrepresentationsof
Africa,Achebehassuccessfullyharnessedthecolonizer’slanguageto
makeitbeartheburdenofhisnativeexperience.Readinghisnovels,
whicharesetinNigeriaduringdifferenthistoricalperiods,onecanhardly
missthefactthathisnarrativestrategieschangeinaccordancewiththe
timeandmessageofeachnovel.AsGikandiputsit:
IneverynovelAchebehaswrittentodate,whatweknowaboutIgboor
Nigeriancultureislessimportantthanhowweknowit:Achebe’s
narrativesseektocreatetheinitialsituationinwhichtheAfrican
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problematicdevelopedandtoexpresstheconditionsinwhich
knowledgeaboutphenomenaisproduced.(qtd.inHu18)
Thus,thenarrativestrategybecomesanimportantelementinelucidating
thevariousparadigmsofsocio-culturalrealityandhumanexperience.The
presentpaperproposestoanalyzethethirdnovelbyAchebe,Arrowof
God(1964),forthedissectionofthenarrativestrategiesinvolvedinit.This
stylisticanalysisaimstoillustrateineffecthowAchebecreatively
BearingtheBurdenofNativeExperience:AStylisticAnalysisofChinua
Achebe’sArrowofGod

accommodatesthevariousshadesofNigerianrealitywithinanadoptedlanguage,
English,thatisforeigntothenativesoil.
Setintheearlydecadesofthetwentiethcentury,ArrowofGod
(1964)portraystheinitialyearsofBritishcolonialism inNigeria.Basedonatrue
storyrecordedbySimonNnolim intheHistoryofUmuchu(Innes64),thenovel
recountsthestoryofanIgbopriestEzeuluinafictional,west-Africanvillage-cluster
namedUmuaro.FocusingonthetragicdownfallofEzeulu(onaccountofhis
abortiveattemptstoreconcilethecontendingordersofBritishandIgboreality),the
noveleffectivelyillustratesthemetamorphosisofatraditionalIgbocommunityinthe
wakeofthenewdispensationbroughtaboutbytheEuropeans.Ahighlycomplex
novelbytechnique,ArrowofGodusesamulti-voicednarrativestrategytoportrayin
fullcomplexitythe“diffusedtumultarisenoutofthetragicencounter”(Lindfors91)
betweenIgboandtheBritishintheearlydecadesofthetwentiethcentury.Thethird-
personomniscientnarratormaintainsanunintrusivestance,rotatingthepoint-of-
viewamongvariouscharactersinthenovel,inordertodefyanysortof
misrepresentationorbiasness.Thedialogicalobjectivityofthenarrativeis
maintainedbythreeways.First,byincorporationofmultipleversionsofanobjective
reality.ThemostsignificantinstanceofthisisseenduringtheOkperilanddispute,
whereNwakagivesadifferentaccountofclan-historyincontradistinctiontothatof
Ezeulu’s;butnonethelessbothestablishthatthereasonofdisputeisUmuaro’s
(un)justifiedclaim overapieceoflandinOkperi.Thisversionistotallyoverriddenby
Winterbottom,whodeemstherealcausebehindthedisputetobeapettyfeud
betweentwodrunkenmenfrom UmuaroandOkperi.Suchjuxtapositionofthenative
versionwiththeEuropeanoneprojectsthecommunication-gapbetweentheBritish
AdministrationandtheAfricans.ThedebatebetweenNwakaandEzeuludisplaysthe
propensityamongIgbostoresistanyabsoluteversionofreality.Theobjective
stancethuseffectedinthenarrativethroughthis,isfurtherbuttressedbyasecond
method,namelytheinclusionoftwoprobableexplicationsforasingleincidentwith
theuseofanon-committal‘Perhaps’.Heregoesanexample:“Perhapsitwas
CaptainWinterbottom’srageandfrenzythatbroughtit[hismysteriousillness]on;
perhapshisstewardwasrightaboutitscause[thatheisstruckdownbyEzeulu’s
magic]”(184).Suchbalancingofalternatives,whichisrampantinthenarrative,
highlightstheassiduouseffortofthenarratortoincludeasmanyoptionsas
possibletomakeasenseoftheimponderableambiguitiescharacteristicofthe
nebuloustimesportrayedinthenovel.Thethirdmethodthatenhancesobjectivityin
thenarrationisthebalancedresponse(ofsympathyandapathy)evokedinthe
readerstowardseveryseminalcharacterinthenovel.Forinstance,ifatsomeplace
EzeuluisheldresponsibleforthecrisishebroughtuponUmuaro,therearealso
amplestatementsthatportrayhim asahelplessvictim.Heregoesone:
[No]onecamenearenoughtoEzeulutoseehisanguish…Butalthoughhewouldnot
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foranyreasonseethepresenttrendreversedhecarriedmorepunishmentandmore
sufferingthanallhisfellows…Beneathallangerinhismindlayadeepercompassion
forUmuaro…(274)
ThisshowsthattheChiefPriestisnotaltogetherahard-boiledvillainwhobringshis
peopletogriefsolelyoutofintentionality.Thattheclanhasalsobeenguiltyin
impellinghim upontheprecipitousdecisionisevidentinOfoka’sstatement:
‘Whatwetoldhim wastogoandeattheyamsandwewouldtakecareofthe
consequences.Buthewouldnotdoit.Why?Becausethesixvillagesallowedthe
whitemantocarryhim away…andnowhehasthechance[topunishUmuaro].’(266)
Thisshowsthatclanhasalsogotashareinthepresentimpasse,becauseithaslet
theChiefPriestgoaway,withoutconsideringforamomenttheserious
consequenceshisprolongedabsencewouldbearupontheclan’sagricultural
calendar.Butthen,theclanhasalsoitsownreasonstobehavelikewise.AsOfoka
confessestoEzeuluafterthelatter’sreturnfrom Okperi:‘Iam oneofthosewhosaid
thatweshallnotcomebetweenyouandthewhiteman…TheeldersofUmuaroare
confused…Firstyou,Ezeulu,toldusfiveyearsagothatitwasfoolishtodefythe
whiteman.Wedidnotlistentoyou…Butjustaswearebeginningtolearnourlesson
youturnroundandtellustogoandchallengethewhiteman.Whatdidyouexpectus
todo?’(232)
ThusitemergesthatthetragedyofEzeuluisasmuchconsequentuponthe
communicationgapbetweenhim andhisclan,asmuchitisontheinevitabletidesof
time.Inthisway,thenarrativepoint-of-viewisdeftlymaneuveredwithprecise
objectivitytobringoutpalpablythehighlyplastictimesportrayedinthenovel.
LanguageinArrowofGodisanothersiteofexcellence,whichdisplaysthenovelist’s
sensitivitytowardsvariousidiolects,andalsohisartfulnessinharnessingthesame
inintegratingEnglishwithvariousshadesofNigerianreality.Firstcomesupthe
manipulationoflanguageinaccordancewithcharacters.TheEnglishplacedinthe
mouthoftheruralspeakerscontainscopiousamountofnon-translatedIgbowords
likeofo,ikenga,alusi,“Onwaatuo”(2)etc.,andalsodirectly-translatedIgbo
sentenceslike,“‘WedonotwantOkperitochoosewar;nobodyeatswar’”(21).They
servetointegratetheforeignlanguageplausiblyinthemouthofthenativespeakers,
whoaretotallyunacquaintedwiththenewly-arrivedwhiteman’stongue.Buteven
amongtheruralfolkthereisadifferenceinidiolect,orspeech-mannerism.Theclan
elderslikeEzeuluandNwakatalkincomplexrhetoric,whichsignifythewell-
developedconversationalskillamongtheIgbos.Aspeechinaclan-meetingis
customarilycomprisedofanopeningsalutation,anelaborateintroductionofthe
topicofdiscussion,askilledpersuasionoftheviewpointtakenbythespeaker,a
conclusivestatementandaclosingsalutation.Theentirespeechremainsrifewith
proverbsthatbothdisplaythewisdom anddemonstrativecapacityofthespeaker.
Comparedtotheagedpeopleoftheclan,however,theyoungmenshowmuch
ineptitudeinhandlingrhetoric.Beingstilllearners“‘tospeakinriddles’”(65),theyare
moredirectandrashincommunication.Asthenarrativeputsit,“‘thelanguageofthe
youngmenisalwayspulldownanddestroy;butanoldmanspeaksofconciliation’”
(189).Thespeechofthewomen-folkischaracteristicallycomprisedofsuperstitions,
religiousconcernsandhouseholdaffairs.Heregoesanexample:
‘Moon,mayyourfacemeetingminebringgoodfortune.Buthowisitsitting?Idon’t
likeitsposture.’
‘Why?’askedMatefi.
‘Ithinkitsitsawkwardly—likeanevilmoon’(2).
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Itisimportanttomentionherethatotherthanspeakingsuch‘trivia,’nowomanis
allowedtospeakhermindontheimportantaffairsoftheclanorevenregardingher
husband’sorfather’sdecision.Anyonefoundstrayinginthatdirectionissnubbedto
silence.Thisportraysthemarginalizationofwomenintheclan.
Otherthantheunletteredvillagefolks,theclanalsoconsistsofsemi-literatepeople
whohavelearntEnglishonaccountoftheirproximitytotheEuropeans.Theyuseit
intheform ofbrokenEnglishorpidginswhileconversingwiththewhitemen.There
areinstancesofsuchbroken
EnglishinUnachukwu’sdialoguestoMr.Wright,like:“‘Pardin,’”“‘Yessah,’”
“‘Datmanwanaxemasterqueshon’”(102).Thedeliberatelymisspelledwordsputin
hismouthareintendedtobringoutthenuancesofhisunaccustomedphonetics.
PidginEnglishisusedbyMr.Winterbottom’shousehold-workerstocommunewith
him.Forexample,inreplytohisqueriesaboutthenativechildreninhiscompound,
hisstewardsays,“‘Mypickinnadattwowederunyonderanddatyellowgal.Dioder
twonaCookim pickin’”(37).Pidginthusservesasaninevitablego-betweenmedium
ofcommunicationbetweenthenativesandBritish.Incidentally,whenthesame
nativesconversewiththeirclan-fellowstheyswitchfrom pidgintoIgbo.However,a
reverse-casetothisisestablishedbythetwoIgboofficerswhogotoUmuaroto
arrestEzeulu.Theypurposefullyaddresseachotherinpidginandthevillagersin
Igbo.Inthisprocesstheyintimidatethelatterbytheirsupposedcommandoverthe
whiteman’slanguage.Thisdisplaysthe“linguisticchauvinism”(Ngara69)whichthe
BritishhaveeffectivelyinculcatedamongthenativeIgbos.
TheEnglishusedbytheEuropeansisalsoatvariance.ThelanguageofCaptain
Winterbottom isthatofatypicalcolonialwhoviewshimselfasagod-sent
messengertobringcivilizationamongthesavageracesoftheworld.Hisspeech
containsthedecorousidiom ofatypical‘gentleman’
European:“‘Itwillbefairlycoolforacoupleofdaysthat’sall.[...]Dositdown.Did
youenjoythat?’”(42).HisbigotedattitudetowardstheAfricansbecomesevidentin
hiscondescendingmannerofreferringthem,namely“‘savagetyrants’”(43)whose
thronesare“‘filthyanimalskins’”(43).Heboastfullymisinterpretsthereligious
symbol(ikenga)ofanIgbomanas“‘fetish’”(45).“Theseterms,”asNgaraobserves,
“arenotusedbytheAfricansthemselves.SoAchebeshowsthattheyareinventions
ofthewhiteman’ssubjectiveimageoftheAfrican”(Ngara67).Infact,this
subversiveattitudeisimmanentinthespeechofalltheEuropeancharactersinthe
novel.
ThewordsoftheLieutenantGovernordisplayahigh-falutinstylethatechoesany
zealouspamphleteerofWesterncolonialism propagatingracialmyths.Heregoesan
instanceofthesame:
‘InplaceofthealternativeofgoverningdirectlythroughAdministrativeOfficersthere
istheothermethodoftryingwhileweendeavourtopurgethenativesystem ofits
abusestobuildahighercivilizationuponthesoundlyrootedNativestock...’(67)
Aptlyenough,Winterbottom referstothelikesoftheLieutenantGovernoras“‘starry-
eyedfellows’”(68)and“‘oldfossilsinLagos’”(43),whoseekselfrighteouspleasures
throughimpracticaldraftsthatarecouchedinstock,idealisticwords.Thespeechof
theyoungcolonialslikeWrightandClarkeareeasy-goinganddirect,freefrom the
smugnessandpretentiousnessofeitherWinterbottom ortheHighOfficials.For
example:“‘Well,[...]IcannotsaymyselfthatOldTom isthemosthard-workingman
I’veevermet;butthenwhois?CertainlynotthatlotatEnugu’”(129).However,both
easilyswitchtoslang-Englishwhileaddressingthenatives,like,“‘Tellthem this
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bloodyworkmustbefinishedbyJune’”(102).Thisbringsouttheirdisdainfulattitude
towardstheAfricans.
TheIgbotechniqueoforalnarrationisretainedinthenarrative,signifyingthestill-
intactorderofnative-communication.Thisincludesindicatingtimeinaccordance
withthenativecalendar,i.e.intermsofmoonsandIgboweekdays.Herearetwo
suchinstances:“thesixvillageswouldbelockedintheoldyearfortwomoons
longer[...]”(263);and,“TomorrowwouldbeAfoandthenextdayNkwo,thedayof
thegreatmarket”(3).Anothertechniqueoforalnarrationisvaguetime-referencing,
whichisusedtoindicateeventsthathappenedlongback,like:“Intheverydistant
past,whenlizardswerestillfewandfarbetween,thesixvillages[...]livedas
differentpeople,andeachworshippeditsowndeity”(17).Thisevincesthattimeis
approximatedratherthanpin-pointedintheunletteredmemoryoftheUmuaroans.
Whilerecallinganincidentfrom therecentpast,theyhowevermentionthenumerical
years,butthestressremainsonsomeimportanteventsoccurredinthesame,which
actasclueinthereminiscence.Forinstance,thedayofOkperiland-dispute“five
yearsago”(18)standoutinthecommunalmemoryonaccountofthedisputeensued
betweenEzeuluandtheclanduringthattime.Asthenarrativegoes:“Ontheday,five
yearsago,whenleadersofUmuarodecidedtosendanemissarytoOkperi[...]
Ezeuluspokeinvain”(emphasisadded18).
Itgivesafairytale-effecttothenarration,muchincontradistinctiontotheprecise
exactitudeoftheGregoriancalendarlike:“‘OldTom isalwaysremindingyouthathe
cameouttoNigeriain1910[...]’”(129).Theclashinthetime-viewbetweenthe
BritishandIgboordersissuccinctlybroughtoutinWinterbottom’sfollowing
statement:“‘Theyunderstandseasons[...].
Butaskamanhowoldheis[year-wise]andhedoesn’tbegintohaveidea’”(42).This
showsthattheruralNigeriaisyettoassimilatetheWesternwayofviewingtime.
Apartfrom Igbotime-refencing,theotherelementsthatareusedtoevoketheoral
traditionareparataxisorusageoftheconnective‘But’tobeginsentenceswith,and
aetiologicalendings,i.e.theuseofexplicativephrase“Thatwaswhy.”Heregoesan
exampleofparataxis:“ButforEzeulutherewasnonexttime”(225).Itservesto
maintainthelucidityoforalnarration.Thesamepurposeisservedbyaetiological
ending.Forinstance:“He[Ezeulu]mustgoontreatinghisgrownchildrenlikelittle
boys,andiftheyeversaidsotherewasabigquarrel.Thiswaswhytheolderhis
childrengrewheseemedtodislikethem”(emphasisadded113).Inthiswaythe
narrativepersonawhileattachingitselftoanUmuaroan,effectivelyvivifiesthelore-
traditionoftheruralWestAfrica.
Thenarrativeemploysbeautifulimages,metaphorsandsimiles,someofwhich
evoketheAfricanlocale.Aninstanceoflucidimagerycomesupinthefollowing
statementdepictingatropicalstorm:“Palm treesandcoconuttreesswayedfrom
theirwaists;theirtopslookedlikegiantsfleeingagainstthewind,theirlonghair
streamingbehind”(36).Itnotonlybringsaboutafabulouseffect,butalsoevokesthe
localfaunathatischaracteristicofthecountry’slatitudinalposition.Metaphors
indicatingtheAfricansettingarealsovividintheirqualityandareappropriatein
dispense.Forexample,themetaphorcontainedinthestatement“‘Ishallslapokro
seedsoutofyourmouth’”(188)drawsassociationfrom anAfricancropwhosecorn-
cobseffectivelyresemblebrokenteeth.SamepurposeofhighlightingtheAfrican
settingisservedbythementionofpuffadder—avenomoussnakecommonlyfound
inAfrica—whichismetaphoricallyattachedtotheavengingattitudeofEzeulu.The
narrativealsocontainsracialmetaphorsthatareusedbytheEuropeanstoreferto
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thenatives,like“petdogs”(94)and“blackmonkeys”(102);theysignifytheinitiation
ofcolonialdebasementinAfrica.Otherthanimagesandmetaphors,thesimilesalso
playaroleinvivifyingtheAfricanambience.Heregoestwoexamplesfrom an
Africanfable:“‘theleaderofthespiritsthenproducedafluteshininglikeyellow
metal,’”and“‘Thenheproducedanotherfluteshiningwhitelikethenutofthewater
ofheaven’”(236).Arefreshinglyde-automatizedviewtoseethings,thesesimilesnot
onlyreflecttheAfricanworld-view,butalsohintattheAfrican’snewnesstothe
commercialnomenclatureoftheabovemetals,namelygoldandsilver.
Therearealsoinstancesofsimilesapportionedinaccordancewiththecharacter.
Forexample,Ezeulufeels“likeonestunginthebuttockslikeablackant”(21),while
Winterbottom is“stunglikethreewasps”(132)atmomentsofsuddenirritation.This
onceagainhighlightsthedifferencebetweenIgboandEuropeanwayofnaming
sensoryperceptions.
Areferencemaybemadeoftheeffectiveuseofonomatopoeicwordsthatonce
againhighlightthedistinctionbetweenIgboandBritishwayofnamingreality.For
example,the‘Africandrum’“throb”s(36)forWinterbottom whereasit—the
ogene—“GOME”s(2)forEzeulu.Similarlythechurchbells‘ring’toallearswhilethe
ekwespeaks“komekomekokome”(280).
ThenarrativeofArrowofGodisrichlycontainedwithproverbs,whichplayan
importantpartinestablishingtheconversationalskilloftheIgbos.Beingmini-
folktalesinthemselves,theyaptlyencapsulatecomplexissuesinpithystatements.
Forexample:“‘Whenanadultisinthehousetheshe-goatisnotlefttosufferthe
painsofparturitiononitstether’”(21).Ezeuluusesittoremonstratetheclan-elders,
whoagreewithNwakatoindulgeUmuaroina“‘awarofblame’”(21)againstOkperi.
Itisironicallytable-turnedonEzeulubytheclan,whenhecondemnsUmuaroto
hardshipandhungerbynotnamingtheFeastoftheNewYam.Proverbsarealso
usedtoforegroundorhighlightcertaineventsinthenarrative.
Theoratoryofthenightspiritogbazulobodoispotentwithsuchproverbs.
Forinstance,“‘Theflythatstrutsaroundonamoundofexcrementwasteshistime;
themoundwillalwaysbegreaterthanthefly’”(282).Itsimplicationsmaybe
connectedwiththefutileeffortsofEzeuluandhispeopletoresistthepressuresof
thenewreligionandadministration.
Anotherexampleis,“‘Itisofothatgivesrain-waterpowertocutdryearth’”(282).It
signifiesthatthepoweroftheChiefPriestisactuallyabenedictionofhispeople.
Thenarrativealsoemploysthelinguisticdevicesofhumourandirony,thoughthe
usageoftheformeriskeptatalowkeyinkeepingwiththesomberambienceofthe
novel.Thereishumourinthenarrativestatement,“Clarkeopenedhismouthtosay
thatloveoftitleswasauniversalhumanfailingbutthoughtbetterofit”(133).Itisa
diguponthesmugnessofWinterbottom wholooksdownuponthenarrativesfor
theirlustfortitle,buthimselfconvenientlyignoringthathetooismeticulousabout
histwotitles,namely‘Captain’and‘Otiji-Egbe,ortheBreakerofGuns.’Suchkindof
purehumourisalsopresentintherarepiecesoffriendlybanterbetweenEzeuluand
Akuebue.However,moreoftenthannot,humourtakesasatiricalhue,asisthecase
inthefollowingstatement:
Mr.Goodcountry,notknowingthefullstorybehindthegrowthofhisschooland
Churchputitdowntohiseffectiveevangelization…Hewroteareportontheamazing
successoftheGospelinUmuarofortheWestAfricanChurchMagazine,although,
aswasthecustom insuchreports,heallowedthecredittogototheHolySpirit.(269)
Itsignifiestheself-complacencyamongtheChristianmissionariesandtheir
tendencytomisreadsituations.Thelimiteduseofhumourisbalancedbyan
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effectiveuseoftheironicdevice,whichrendersagravityanddepthtothetragic
situationinthenovel.ItisironicalthatEzeulu,theTime-Keeperofhisclanhimself
becomesinstrumentalinjeopardizingit.Thereispungentironyinthefactthatthe
ChiefPriestwhoclaimshimselftobeomniscient,cannotseehisowndoom inover-
exercisinghispower.Thewhiteman‘Wintabota’whom Ezeulubefriendstokeep
abreastofthenewdispensation,ironicallybecomesanagentinbringingabout
Ezeulu’sdownfall.Inthisway,variousshadesofironyenhancesthetragiceffectin
thenovel.
Alotofchildren’stalesandsongsareincludedinthenarrativethatportendsthe
upcomingeventsinthenovel.Thestoryofthejealousmotherandhersonthat
UgoyetellsNwafoandObiagelibearsthemoralthatthesinofavaricenevergo
unpunished.Similarly,thesong-exchangeplayedbetweenObiageliandNkechi
containstheunderstatementthatoffenceisfollowedatheelsbyretribution.Both
forebodethatEzeuluwillbepunishedforattemptingto“dare”(4)toofarinhis
priestlypowers.ThesongsungbyObiagelitoplacatelittleAmechiisequally
apprehensiveofthepriest’sfate.Itsays:“‘Father’sgoatisinthebarn/Andtheyams
willallbeeaten,’”and“‘Look!He’s[Deerhas]dippedonefootinwater/Snakehas
struckhim!/Hewithdraws!’”(153)Indeed,theyamswillallbeeatenbythegoat
(catechist)oftheFather(Christianity),andtheDeer(Ezeulu)hasalreadygotstruck
bytheSnake(Winterbottom)whilehedippedonefootinthewater(new
dispensation),andtherebyhasretreatedfrom it.Apartfrom thesechildren’slilts,
therearealsosongssungbythenativeworkmenwhileworkingunderthewhite
man’ssupervision.Thisindicatesthenaturalpropensityamongtheblackstoresort
tomusictomitigatethelaboursoflifeandalsotodefyoppression.
Alotofmotifsareemployedinthenarrativetoenlightenvariousissuesinthenovel.
Themostprominentofallisthedream motif.A“para-linguisticaffectivedevice,”
Ngaraobserves,thedream motifisused“forforeshadowingsubsequentevents[in
thenovel][...]”(Ngara73).Thedream EzeuluhasonhisfirstnightatOkperivividly
prophesiestheverywayofhisfall—thathewillbestrippedofpowerandbecome
“thepriestofadeadgod”(197).Theseconddream comesatthepenultimatestage
ofthenovel,when“thestrugglebetweenthevariousopposingforceshasreachedits
peak”(Ngara73).ItcontainssignsofdeathanddisintegrationnotonlyofEzeulu’s
ownhome—portendingObika’sdeathandhisowninsanity,butalsothatofallthe
ChiefPrieststandsfor—hisreligion,hiswayoflife,andhisculture.
Thesacrificialmotifcomesupofandoninthenovel.BothObikaandEzeuluare
comparedwiththesacrificialram.Whileheiswhippedbythewhitemaninpublic,
Obika“shiveredlikethesacrificialram whichmusttakeinsilencetheblowsofthe
funeraldancersbeforeitsthroatiscut”(101).Intheendheactuallybecomesoneas
hegivesuphislifetoatoneforhisfather’sguiltbyrunningogbazulobodoinailing
health.Ezeulu,himselfthecarrierofadeitywhoisformedofhumansacrifice,
becomesa“funeralram”(286)forhisclanbysanctifyingthroughhisagonyhis
people’sdefectiontothenewfaith.Earlierinthenovel,thepriestconfessesto
AkuebuethathissonOducheismeanttobeametaphoricalsacrificetothenew
religiononhisbehalf,sothathecouldretaincentralityinthealienorderaswell.The
monthlyyamsofferedbyEzeulutoUluare“death”(280)orsymbolicsacrificetothe
deityinrecognitionoftheprotectiongivenbythedeitytoUmuaro.
Themadnessmotifisanotherfeaturethatcomesuptimeandagaininthenovel.
AlmosteverycharacterinEzeulu’shouseholdisascribedtoit.Ezeulu’smotheris
saidtohavediedoflunacy.Itamplyforegroundsthepriest’smentalderangementat
theendofthenovel.
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Finally,lackofcommunicationisanotherimportantmotifinthenarrative.Both
EzeuluandWinterbottom areatill-communicationwiththeirrespectivecommunity,
whichbaulkstheireveryattempttodosomethingpositive.EzeuluandWinterbottom
areimproperlycommunicatedbyanincompetentmessenger,whichcontributesin
theprecipitouseventsthatfollowby.TheBritishAdministrationisatill-communion
withthenatives,whichisevidentinitsattemptstoappointWarrantChiefamongthe
fiercelydemocraticIgbos.
Finally,adiscussionisnecessaryregardingtheuseofsymbolsinthenarrative.The
newmoonisthesymboloftheunattainabledesired—themother-figurearound
whom takesplacethephallicplayforpowerintheclan.Ezeulu’s“fearofthenew
moon”(2)isactuallyasignifierofthecastrationcomplex,sinceitreflectsthepriest’s
dreadofold-agewhenhewouldhavetoletgohispositionofpoweronaccountof
hisincapabilitytolocatethemooninhisfailingsight.Nwaka’srivalryagainst
Ezeulu’spriestlyprivilegeofdeclaringthenewmoonrepresentsusurpationattitude,
whichisbest-evidentinhisfollowing-statement:“‘Whyshouldwerelyonhim
[Ezeulu]?…Isthereanybodyherewhocannotseethemooninhisowncompound?’”
(197).Inthefightforcentralityintheclan’saffairs,itisnoteworthythateach
rival—NwakaandEzeuluterminologicallyattemptstoestablishtheotherasimpotent.
Theannualcycleofproductivity(plantingandharvest)associatedwiththenew
moonalsoreinforcesitsconnectionthemotherfigurebyevokingthemonthlycycles
offemalefecundity.Ezeuluattemptstojeopardizethiscycleoftimebynotnaming
theFeast;
hedoessotoestablishhisexclusiverightsoverthenew-moonanditsdemarcated
Time.ThisexcessiveexertionofphallicauthorityfinallyleadsEzeulutohis
dethronementandalsosymbolicemasculation—asissuggestivelyhintedinthe
children’ssonginchaptereighteen.TherealownerofTime—theclanmovesonto
discarditsnamesakefatherEzeulu,andadoptsanewone—theChristianGod.Apart
from this,thenewmoonisalsoassociatedwithlunacy,sinceEzeulu’smother“was
seizedbymadness…atthenewmoon”(278),andironicallyEzeulutoofallsfrom
sanityonanewmoon.Thisestablishesthelong-debatedconnectionbetweenlunar
cycleandlunacy.
Pythonisanambivalentphallicsymbol.Thephallicconnotationisestablishedinthe
songoftheworkmeninchaptereight.RepresentativeoftheIgbotradition,the
pythonbecomesanaturaltargetforthecastratingintentionsofthenewreligion.
Also,thepythonstandsforIdemili—therivaldeityofUlu.Itthusembodies
resentmentagainstUlu’spaternalfinality,
whichEzeulutriestorepressonthedeity’sbehalf.
Finally,communicationmaybeseenasarepresentativesymbolofthehierarchical
BritishadministrationimpingingoverthedemocraticclanadministrationoftheIgbos.
Thewhitemancommunicateswiththenativesthroughinterpreter,bywhichthe
nativesarepushedtopassivity.Theyarealsodeniedtherighttoquestion,asitis
showninchaptereight.Sotheyareleftwithnooptionbuttoacceptwhateverthe
whitemanbids.ThiscomesincontradistinctiontotheIgbowayofhandlingclan-
affairs,whereeverycommunicationbecomesapartofcollectivedeliberationina
community-gathering,wherebyeachpersonisaccountabletotheclanforhis
statementsandtherebyinevitablytakesintoaccountthelisteners’responses.
Inthisway,AchebehasexploredthevariouspossibilitiesoftheEnglishlanguageto
capturevividlyandcrediblytheoverallambienceofNigeriaoftheearly1920s.The
stylisticsemployedbyhim inthenovelform asubtextbyitself,enlighteningvarious
subtleparadigmsofthemeandcharacterization.
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